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"WHEN | HEAR
PEQPLE
COMPLAIN ABOUT
THINGS | JUST
WANT TO TELL
THEM, JUST
LEARM TO
APPRECIATE THAT
YOU CAN WALK,
WORE, SMELL,
SEE... IT MAKES
YOU APPRECIATE
HOW PRECIOUS
DAY-TO-DAY LIFE
IS, AND HOW
EVERYTHING CAN
CHANGE IM AN
INSTANT

Gina battles on
against all odds

Hisimg u.-unm. rocker Gima Vil
Ll i hack in Belfast tomor
fechanging and
& arilint

I.m ﬁ:u:r ses-tuved Willalobaos
whose secomd sl Miles A s
his jusl been reboased 1o nﬂ‘ﬂl
scclalm — lost he sight in ber
right eve afber & fall

The relina bocams detach

when her hesd hit a metal
bench
She anderwent four ieparale

suigeries — and fowr exceedingly
padndul recovery perids — Before
Tearming that Gty weren 't able
tx rraktach the retima and restore
hier wIghi.

That was & crashing blew, and
the afermat he SErgeTies
meant that, for & while, ber career
was in the balinoe.

Zh asdd: ] wasa't scared be-

¢ the procedmres, | Jast
1r-.-ugh|: 1 woul go in and ge
fixed, but nobady knew how del-
icabe 18 wax. The worst part was
il pSE-ARIRETY PR Ty "

iy [pain md-ubm
“Whal they do b i=sen & ltle
£xa bubble ingo yomr oye and the

pian i= thai the gas bl Presses
up agalngi white they were iy
ing to aktach the retisa,

“My toar happened b0 be n &
spot wisere | nended o He wiih
Poraud Luﬂr down fof &

Gina Villalobos' new album is a knockout by
any standards, but the debilitating health

problems she has suffered make it little

short

of a miracle. Interview: Neil McKay

pabehs dver yar oy, you'me gel
ting sick becawse Ve [ires
s Buks st . ally jtwas a
very dark period, and to 1;-

theough that foar e gnd b
Bl et thiey weren going bn e
able o flx me

There wht & vy Jefisite wan-
iy coeeern, My or W
phrtety mangied |~'|-.a..
nerw bui it Aok abowt
&-hald before |.n 6 o
marmally a1 me.

“Bui it could have sioppad my
eareet for vanily peasoss — Lhe
e waa mangled, 1 didn't feel
comfortable being in fromt of peo
e, Bul A lime wofe o6, [ g
el 4 Iooling Al mrveed] s

perruid last mright as | waa sriting
wry pafbar up, but 1§ Bagepena - it's
Jt sometbing vou Bave W get
i R,

1 alia have a erobing in my

Blind eve.. | soe molbing, pero,
gefo, pera, but @y nerve & il

ached A | have scar tisses
the merve that scixds

ghit thing that | seein

wbing. 1 4 o
I eh

wil | Bt
'-'-'hrn 1 beear

Tﬂl'l.rlJ,‘ cam change in as s
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Viewed against the back

d of heer personal problems,

¢ Amey I8 an even mode a8
tunding record, a spelitanding
blend of the radio-friendly tanes
of Bery] Cridwee aniil e faw, cio-
tional oot of Lotinids Willms

It builds om pood vibses
sirmod by her debul, Kack'nired
Pemy, which afiracted the atien

o of Radss s Bod Harr
lead b0 & werhes of trips Lo &
T love the maiwi ally

b pressumes w
myveel] hecanse

0 comarne | wand peaphe |

artiat wha sy
| s, wanlifg

Ty Baxie thing that

humnzn beings have

wp recording 18

Ily apparent

i Al ROl BOTIEE
and which songs are the gloe
which phee the songs topells
anid which songs st belomg om
ke reoord

“To me & albvum shoukl be as
alewwt be one somg
ne vibe mnd 1
phrtale peein I'Ir make

album jusl Devaies yoE hl'n-
||w|rL\nr5| ase] Bavg apeenrl rayte
3, O o L

“I think restralet & very im
wﬂ-rﬂ En all np-;.‘h ol Eusic - .

sclaging. pecording. writing

1h|n\. it one of meost
wweriell oreative tools  artists

ave, Thee kind of music [ play s
nothing particalarly new, it's st
Amerkcana, rocknnoll,  and
there's oo meed 80 be o arropant
a1 Foperat, repeat, repesl”
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